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Chords and Colors

In this episode we see which chords (besides triads) composers like John
Williams, Danny Elfman and Bernard Hermann use,
to express different emotions.

Hitchcock Chord

The b13 Sound

Cluster

Poly Chords

The Star Wars Chord

John Williams Brass Triads
Add Notes (Chord, Bass and Melody)
Compound Chords
Diminished Transformation
Pedals

Suspend Variation (sus4 b9)

Fancy Scales

Not only the modes are used by film composers, there are other scales that
are used in certain situations. Here is a small overview.

e Synthetic Scales
e Octatonic
e Hexatonic - Whole Tone - Diminished

Case Studies
e Back to the Future
e Ghostbusters
Romantic Universe — Form Gustav Mahler to John Williams

e Augmented Chords
e 2 -4 - b6 (Hidden Dominant)



e Augmented Short Cut
e Sus b9

Easy Orchestration — Form Mozart to Film Music

e Starting with a Piano Sketch (Gone with the wind???)
e Bass and Melody

e Harmony

e The Instruments and their Functions

e How to write a Score



