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| don't like it when music theory turns into rocket science, as far as possible |
will keep it simple.

In the warm up we will talk about some basics that are important for this
course.

Everything else | will explain (step by step) in the following chapters.

e Triads
e Scales
e Composers Piano

1. Emotional Harmony
In this chapter, we take an emotional look at the diatonic triads on the major
and minor scales.
In examples from Hans Zimmer, Max Richter, Steve Jablonsky and Alan
Silvestri we cover how Diatonic Triads can be used to reach the heart of the
listener.

Composing with Major Scale

e Diatonic Triads

e Emotional Concept

e Step 2 vs Step 3
Case Studies

e Gladiator

Composing with Minor Scale

e Diatonic Triads
e Emotional Concept

Case Studies



e Arrival
e Dark Knight
e Transformers

Tipp: Ostinato (HPT7), Harmonizing a Melody

2. Magic Modes

The modes are an important part of a composer's toolbox,

each mode represents its own world with its specific associations and
narratives.

We have already discussed major and minor scales , now let's look at the
other modes.

We see examples from films like: Da Vinci Code, Simpsons, Back to the Future,
Indiana Jones and Star Wars.

- About fairytales and mermaids

e The Lydian scale and chords
e Composing with the mode

Case Studies
e Back to the Future
e Simpsons
e Universal Logo
e Little Mermaid

- About pirates and the middle ages

e The Dorian scale and chords
e Composing with the mode

Case Studies

e American Beauty
e Star Wars
e Pirates of The Caribbean

- About the desert and mummies

e The Phrygian scale and chords
e The Phrygian Mayor
e Composing with the mode

Case Studies



e The Mummy
e Lawrence of Arabia
e Stargate

Tipp: Duduk East West

- About crowdy city and mystical

e The Mixolydian scale and chords
e Mixolydian b13
e Composing with the mode

Case Studies

e Hotel For Dogs
e Ghostbusters?

it is possible to mix the modes or to move from one mode to another.

2. Chromatic

The chromatic harmony stands for the supernatural, the wonderful, the
mysterious, the mystical and the fairytale,

and goes back to composer of the 19th and 20th centuries like Mahler, Holst,
Wagner, Strauss and Stravinsky.

With this concept we can put a major or minor chord on every step of the
chromatic scale.

e Composing with Chromatic Mediants
e The Commone Tone

Case Studies

e Atlantis
e iRobot
e Lord of The Rings



Tipp: Forbidden Seas - Walk Through

e Composing with Tritone Related Chords
e Motifs and Melodies

Case Studies
¢ Indiana Jones
e iRobot
e Star Wars

Tipp: Indiana Jones - Leitmotif

- The Shortcuts for Film Composer

e Chord Oscillating

e Chords and Narratives
-1 =1 1-m 1-v 1-v 1-vi I-Vvi

Case Studies

e Universal Logo
e iRobot
e Atlantis

3. Harmonic Direction

In film music there are several possibilities to move from one chord to another.
Each of these possibilities has its own sound.

e Progression

e Parallel

e Common Tone

e Transformation

e String Theory (String of Pearls)



